CHAPTER XII*
TYPES OF LONDON LIFE,

Every great city has some special features which distin-
guish it from its companions* In the case of an individual
we call such distinguishing marks his personality* In
the case of a city the same word may not be inapplicable*
In the former such distinguishing marks consist of traits
of character; in the latter* the types of life found therein*

Of London types our friend the admirable " Bobby "
is par excellence the most characteristic* Not that there
are no efficient or polite police constables in other capitals,
but it seems that London will not be the Londoner's
London without him* He is not only indispensable to the
well-ordered government of the metropolis* but he is also
its very life and spirit* He it is who towers above all
other types and he* pre-eminently* is the best representa-
tive of the personality of this Queen of the Thames*

After " Bobby " comes the Cockney with his rough-and-
ready manners and picturesque language* Just as the City
is the old London complete and intact* so those born with-
in earshot of the Bow bells are a chip from the old block*
The face of London will be altered if it retains not its
admirable " Bobby "; similarly* the London of to-day
will not be the dear old London town without its Cockneys*
The trio are inseparable and must stand or fall together*

The Cockney may be uncouth in his ways or untidy in
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